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President’s Column

Wild River’s annual Christmas Bird Count is
upon us. [ was reading the other day an account
of the 1943 CBC in Minnesota. There were 43
people counting birds that year. They saw 59
species in all, and a total of 4,4557 individuals.
There was only one Audubon chapter in the state
in 1943, the Minneapolis Audubon Society, and
the counters, all women, conducted their survey
in Theodore Wirth Park.

There were many local bird clubs participating.
The active Duluth Bird Count held 10 different
counts on various days. The Minnesota River
Valley club counted in what is now the national
wildlife refuge in Bloomington. One formerly
active Minnesota Bird Club member in 1943 was
a harried doctor in Stewartville, Minnesota.
There were too many sick people requiring atten-
tion for him to take time off, so he made a one-
man count as he drove about the wintry country-
side on his rounds.

One count particularly interested me because the
counters were famous (by Minnesota standards):
Walter Breckenridge, and Gustav Swanson.
Counting in southern Anoka County by Moore
Lake and Rice Creek, they recorded 17 species.
They began at 9 a.m. and ended at 5 p.m., log-
ging 12 miles by foot and 14 by auto—
significant, because they devoted precious ra-
tioned gasoline to the effort. They saw 25 Com-
mon Goldeneyes, 3 pheasants, one Short-eared
Owl, 4 Hairy Woodpeckers, 3 downies, 52 Blue
Jays, 5 crows, 25 Black-capped Chickadees,
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279 starlings, 65 House Sparrows, 2 Red-winged
Blackbirds, 37 Common Redpolls, 2 juncos, 3
Tree Sparrows and 2 Lapland Longspurs.

There are many reasons to join our Christmas Bird
Count. There’s the zen-like beauty of the land in
winter. There’s the camaraderie of zany friends
who would rather count birds than go to the mall.
And there’s the opportunity to join with others to
be the witnesses to the health of North America’s
avian world. Be a part of it.

Sue

Upcoming Events

December 17th- Christmas Bird Count 7:30 a.m.
gather at Chisago Lake Lutheran Church in Center
City

January 10th— Movie :The Last Mountain 7:00 p.m.
Chisago Lakes Library Community Room

Programs are free and open to the public.

Refreshments usually served




Christmas
s  Bird Count

In spite of the busyness of the season, Audubon-
ers always look forward to the Christmas Bird
Count. WRA'’s count is scheduled for Saturday,
December 17th. Birds have a unique ability to
inspire us with their colors, songs and behaviors
in every season and connect us with nature. The
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service claims that 48
million Americans identify as bird watchers.

Nationally, the count has been going on for 112
years, but originated as the Christmas Side Hunt.
In this holiday tradition participants would
choose sides and go afield with their guns.
Whoever brought in the largest pile of feathered
and furred animals won.

The Minnesota Christmas Bird Count dates back
to about 1905. Minneapolis and Redwing were
the locations of the first counts. The Kenwood
Bird Club conducted the Minneapolis count and
logged 8 species. The Redwing count was con-
ducted by Charles Borgen and Nels Phillips and
recorded 7 species. For the last 103 years the
count has never been interrupted. Each year
over 1,000 participants canvas the state to con-
duct the survey. If you go to the Audubon Min-
nesota web site you can explore the Bird Data
Summary.

Bring a friend and meet our counters at Chisago
Lake Lutheran Church at 7:30 a.m. Saturday,
December 17th. After the count we meet again
at 5:00 p.m. at CLLC for a potluck dinner, data
tally and interesting prizes. Hope to see you
there.

Christmas books

By Sue Leaf

Searching for that perfect gift for that book-loving
birder on your list? Here’s some wise words from
the bird world:

Twelve Owls by Laura Erickson. Illustrations by
Betsy Bowen (2011, University of Minnesota
Press)

Duluth birder Laura Erickson teams with Grand
Marais artist Betsy Bowen to introduce readers by
vignette and paintbrush to the world of Minnesota
owls. Erickson often writes from the point of view
of the owl. Bowen’s striking illustrations are life-
sized depictions of the birds. Erickson pulls no
punches. These owls are often in danger in the 21*
century—from hay mowers, automobiles and air-
planes. Still they survive in large enough numbers
to thrill the hearts of those who listen for hoots in
the night. Erickson’s text is spare, causing the
readers to wish for more from her pen. I hear via
the grapevine that a companion book on hawks is
in the works from the U of M Press.

Wesley the Owl: the remarkable love story of an
Owl and his Girl by Stacy O’Brien ( 2008, Free
Press)

O’Brien took charge of a Barn Owl chick when he
was four days old. For the next 18 years, she lived
intimately with Wesley, who had been injured suf-
ficiently to prevent his return to the wild.
O’Brien’s account is well-written and scientifi-
cally accurate, chock-full of interesting owl facts,
and at the same time, a convincing testimony to
the unique personality and capabilities of an indi-
vidual bird. Felt myself wishing I had a school age
child to read this aloud to, because while the book
1s written for adults, an animal-loving child would
thrill to this story.
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Crow Planet: essential wisdom from the Urban
Wilderness by Lyanda Lynn Haupt (2009 Little
Brown and Company)

Naturalist Haupt would not have chosen to live an
urban existence in West Seattle, but her husband’s
job and her life as a mother anchored her in the city.
So she set about observing the urban ecosystem, and
its most prevalent avian, the American Crow.

Crows alone would give this book pizzazz, since
they are smart, clever and capable of giving us
amazing stories of their bonds to other crows and to
us. But Haupt entertains the big question here: how
do people become a viable species on a changing
planet? How do we retain hope in the face of cli-
mate change? She eventually finds in crows a useful
metaphor, and in the writings of St. Benedicts, a
source of “grown-up” optimism, one that can ac-

commodate despair and rise above it.
Birds in Fall by Brad Kessler (2007 Scriber)

This slim novel is not about birds. It is about an air-
plane crash, and the aftermath, as the families of the
victims come to terms with their grief. And yet, this
book illustrates what the literary world would be like
if everyone was as aware of birds as Kessler is.
Avian imagery, avian facts, fill the pages. Birds are
used to evoke the passage of time, as flocks grow
restless, migrate and return. Birds are used as meta-
phors for faithfulness, resurrection, and tenacity. Do
not be put off by the grim plot premise. This is a
beautifully written book. Kessler has a sure hand.
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Double -crested Cormorants — Are They Bad Birds?

Some people seem to think so — on Lake Waconia. They have complained
to Congressman John Kline (R-MN 2), who has introduced a bill with
Congressman Collin Peterson's (D-MN 7) support to "take the federal
government out of the decision chain" regarding cormorant management.
Their bill would undermine the national Migratory Bird Treaty Act which
governs management of birds that migrate from state to state and our na-
tion to others. Audubon Minnesota opposes this bill and has spoken out
publicly against it.

Double-crested cormorants do have rapidly increasing populations in cer-
- tain areas. Minnesota DNR, working with the US Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice has determined areas where over-

populations of the birds have negatively impacted fish or habitat and
has worked to reduce cormorant numbers in those instances. On Lake
Waconia, the DNR has shot hundreds of cormorants in the past three
years — but this year they were not able to find enough cormorants to
fill their "kill quota." It seems the system is working.

Reprinted from Audubon Minnesota
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