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Audubon Minnesota Protests
Sandhill Crane Hunt

Audubon Minnesota and the Minnesota
Conservation Federation have expressed
outrage over the Minnesota DNR establish-
ment of a six week season on Sandhill
Cranes, not hunted in 100 years. The deci-
sion was made by “emergency ruling,”
coming directly out of the commissioner’s
office, needing neither legislative action
nor public input. Hunters will be required
to pay a $3.50 “administrative fee”, and
can shoot two birds per day and have up to
four birds in possession.
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Calling the hunt “an over-the-counter sale,
Audubon Minnesota requested the DNR
postpone the hunt until public input, and
basic research be conducted to determine
the effect of a season on the crane

population

At a meeting between the two environ-
mental organizations and DNR Commis-
sioner Mark Holsten, Holsten admitted “we
[the DNR] messed up” in having no public
process, but refused to call off the hunt.
Audubon Minnesota has engaged legal
counsel and at the time The Current goes to
the printer, is considering requesting an
injunction by the courts to halt the hunt.

Continued on page 3
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Upcoming Events

September 11- Joe Sausen on Winter Bird Feeding 9:00
am at Peterson Mill in North Branch located 1 block
north of Hwy 95 and Central Park.

September 14th- Tom Dickhudt on Planting for us and
the Birds 7:00 p.m. Community Room Chisago Lakes
Library

October 12th— Joe Sausen— on Getting Ready for Win-

ter Bird Feeding 7:00 p.m. Community Room Chisago
Lakes Library

October 23rd Bird Seed Sale in Lindstrom at the stop-
light kittycorner from the Holiday station on Hwy 8.

December 18th— Christmas Bird Count Meet at Chi-
sago Lake Lutheran in Center City at 7:30 am to set up
teams and areas.

All programs are free and open to the public

Refreshments usually provided
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Swift Sit Data Coming In

Last February Ron Windingstad spoke to us about
the Chimney Swift Restoration Project. Chimney
Swift numbers have been declining over the years
and part of this decline has been attributed to fewer
suitable chimneys for roosting and nesting.

Our members became enthused about the project and
WRA applied for and was awarded a grant from
Audubon to build towers. One is in the upper ceme-
tery of Chisago Lakes Lutheran Church in Center
City. A second is at the Sawdust Factory in North
Branch, located across from the recycling center.
The third one is unfinished. Joe Sausen is also urg-
ing the North Branch school district to save the
chimney on the Mainstreet School when the building
is demolished..

Since then, several Wild River Auduboners partici-
pated in the Swift Sit in early August and forwarded
their data to Ron Windingstad. Three were counted
at the parsonage in Center City, 28 were at the ele-
mentary school in Taylors Falls, 156 at the church in
Center City, and none at the Chisago Lakes Middle
School in Lindstrom. Another sit is scheduled for
August 27th, 28th and 29th for migration data.

We receive a follow-up e-mail from Ron thanking
everyone for their participation. He said, “Thanks to
all of you who participated in Part I of our Second
Annual Chimney Swift Sit! I have received more
than 100 reports already, with more expected in the
upcoming weeks. The number of swifts reported en-
tering chimneys varied from one to 850, but the vast
majority was the 3-6 categories (possibly families?).

I personally learned a lot from all these reports. For
one thing I think we should start our observations
earlier in the evening next year during Part I as
many of us observed swifts going into their evening
roosts well before the 10 minutes before sunset as |
suggested.

I hope you will be able to participate in Part II —
August (27-29). And thanks again for your re-
ports and notes as we move forward together
learning more about these marvelous birds. “ Go
to http://mn.audubon.org for more information
and the Sit Reporting Form.

About our Speaker

Tom Dickhudt of Sunrise Native Plants will be
the featured speaker at the Wild River Audu-
bon meeting on Tuesday, September 14th. His
presentation, "Edible Landscaping for Us and
the Birds", will teach us how to plan, choose
and beautify our yards with food producing
plants and shrubs. Join us at 7:00 at the Chi-
sago Library at 11754 302nd Street in Chisago
City. Free. Public welcome to attend. Wild
River Audubon meets the second Tuesday of
most months at this time and location. Mark
your calendars for the October and November
meetings!
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Sandhill Cranes continued from page 1

Mark Martell, Director of Bird Conservation for
Audubon Minnesota cites three areas of dispute
with the DNR: first, the population impacts of a hunt
on the cranes is unknown; second, the $3.50 fee,
termed by Martell as “ridiculously outrageous” (a
prairie chicken license is $20; turkey, $23) will not
generate funds to restore the population; and lastly,
there was no public input, a long-established tradi-
tion in Minnesota.

The DNR has not assessed the population size of
cranes in Minnesota since the 1980s. They claim the
hunted birds will be migrators from a very large
population, but have no numbers to back up this
claim. A limitless number of “administrative fees”
can be sold. Minnesota’s season will start two weeks
earlier than North Dakota’s, which is based entirely
on migrating birds. North Dakota has no breeding
Sandhill Cranes.

Sandhill Cranes have a low reproductive rate, pro-
ducing on average, one chick per year, and not
breeding until 2-7 years. The Minnesota population
crashed in the early 1900s due to overhunting and
did not rebound for 90 years.

Martell observes that there is a larger question of
whether cranes should be hunted at all. If estab-
lished in northwestern Minnesota, a crane season is
expected to expand to the rest of the state.

For more information and to take action visit <www.
mn.audubon.org>
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Tar Sands Symposium: Minnesota’s Dirty Oil Secret

Audubon Minnesota and St. Paul Audubon Society are co-sponsoring this event with nine other local and
national environmental organizations on Wednesday, September 22nd at the St. Thomas O’Shaughnessy
Education Center in St. Paul. A reception with information tables begins at 6 pm and presentation at 7 pm.

Simon Dyer, the Oil Sands Program Director at the Pembina Institute in Calgary, will present on how the
tar sands excavations have destroyed thousands of acres of boreal forest in Alberta, including water pollu-
tion and lost bird and other wildlife habitat.

In addition, Clayton Thomas-Muller, of the Mathais Colomb Cree Nation in Northern Manitoba, an activist
for indigenous rights and environmental justice will speak on local communities and the tar sands develop-
ments impact that includes pipelines, refineries and extraction associated with the tar sands.

Michael Noble, Executive Director of Fresh Energy, will talk on the role Minnessota and
our fuel consumption that supports this destructive energy source.

Directions can be found here: http://otug.org/location/oec.html
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