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The letter from St. Peter, Minnesota, written in 

1915 read “Have been doing Audubon work 

alone for several years and realize that the only 

effective work can come through the efforts of 

a good local organization and at last I have 

enlisted the help of some of our prominent citi-

zens which ought to insure success”. 

 

How true! A lone voice is just that– one “odd” 

person.  But many people working towards an 

end can get things done.  Things like habitat 

protection, sensible hunting regulations, and 

good environmental laws. 

 

It is always crisis time for the environment– in 

a world of 6.8 billion people and rapidly in-

creasing, every aspect of the natural world is in 

peril.  That‟s why we need all hands on deck– 

yours included.  And keep in mind the 1915 St. 

Peter letter– for while they may have had a 

new Audubon chapter then, they no longer 

have one, and haven‟t for years.  Somehow it 

folded.  It‟s up to us to keep our chapter vital. 

              Sue 

November 9– Gary Nelson– American Landscapes. 

7:00 p.m. Community Room Chisago Lakes Library 

Sponsored by WRA and Chisago Lakes Friends of the 

Library. 

November 13th– Audubon Minnesota 2010 Annual 

Meeting. Wilder Center  9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 451 Lex-

ington Ave. N. St. Paul, MN 

December 18th– Christmas Bird Count Meet at Chi-

sago Lake Lutheran in Center City at 7:30 a.m. to set up 

teams and  areas. 

All programs are free and open to the public 

Refreshments usually provided 

President‟s Column  

Upcoming Events 
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All I want for Christmas is a good book.  Many of us 

are trying to downsize and get rid of stuff, not add 

more.  Thanks to Sue here are a few reviews of some 

good book buys for Christmas giving. 

 

Memory of Trees  

by Gayla Marty  Minnesota Press 2010 

This slim memoir is Pine County native Gayla 

Marty‟s account of a childhood spent on a family 

farm, of breaking free from that childhood to attend 

the University, and coming into a mature realization 

that powerful forces tie a family to a patch of earth.  

 

The Marty farm sits on the Pine County/Chisago 

County line.  Marty attended Rush City High 

School.  She grew up to the rhythm of the seasons, 

developing empathy to trees and other wild life.  Her 

memoir covers the Farm Buy-out of the 1980‟s and 

the dissolution of the family farm, and the heartache 

that accompanied it. 

 

Fly A Way 

By Suzie Gilbert  Harper Press 2009 

Susie Gilbert is a rehabilitator throwing her heart 

and soul into caring for the injured birds who have 

tussled with the human world– autos, cats, win-

dows– and come out the worse for it.  This could be 

a heartbreaking  book, but Gilbert has a wicked wit 

and a gifted pen, and for the most part, she leaves 

her readers chortling, not sobbing. 

 

Countdown to Christmas  

About our Speaker 

Minnesota native and Lindstrom resident, Gary 

Alan Nelson has spent the past 20 years explor-

ing and photographing the wild places and van-

ishing rural landscapes of North America. He 

photographs national and state parks, trails, lake-

shores, seashores, prairies, forests, rivers, de-

serts, wilderness areas, rural routes, scenic by-

ways and country backroads throughout the 

country, from sweeping landscapes to intimate 

details. 
 

He utilizes both large format and digital cam-

eras. His large format field camera produces 4x5 

inch transparencies that are 16 times larger than 

traditional 35mm film. The clarity, detail and 

color saturation from this film is stunning. 

 

Gary‟s fine art photography is displayed here in 

the Chisago Lakes Library, Up North Gallery in 

Lindstrom, private collections as well as clinics 

and corporations across the country. His award 

winning imagery has been published in hundreds 

of magazines, calendars, books and other publi-

cations. He has two photographic books pub-

lished, one of which was given a Benjamin 

Franklin Award as the best photographic travel 

book of 2002. In 2000 he was named a master of 

landscape photography by Outdoor Photogra-

pher Magazine. 

He will show some of his pictures, answer ques-

tions about photography and bring some of his 

books to sell and sign.  With Christmas just 

around the corner this event may not only be 

interesting and instructive, but also may solve  

some of your shopping needs. 

 



Wild River Audubon Society 

Officers 

President: Sue Leaf 651 257-6044 

Vice President: Dann Adair  651 257-5627  

Secretary: Sue Mahler 651 464-7890 

Treasurer: Kim Pittsley 651 257-6740 

Board of Directors 

Dayle DeClercq „11 651257-5045 

Tom Anderson „11 651 462-7353 

Joe Sausen „11 651 674-8119 

Jeremy Kalin „11 257-9861 

Ken Reine „11 763 552-2455 

Craig Roberts „11 651 257-0786 

Jocelyn Warholm „11 651 257-9231 

Newsletter Mailer 

Jackie Lallier 651 213-0909 

Audubon Adventures 

Dann Adair  651 213-6694 

Newsletter Editor 

Bonnie DeClercq 651 257-5045 

Membership 

Ken Reine 

Christmas Bird Count 

Joe Sausen  651 674-8119 
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Saving Paper and Postage 

Countdown to Christmas    

       continued from page 2 

Flat, Hot and Crowded  Why we need a green revolu-

tion and how it can renew America. 

By Thomas Friedman    Farrar, Straus and Giroux 

2008 

Anyone familiar with New York Times columnist 

Tom Friedman‟s books knows that they are filled with 

facts and illustrative anecdotes; that they are timely 

and readable; and are not beach reads.  This book lays 

out the pickle we‟re in– climate change upon us (hot), 

competition with China and India snatching jobs from 

us (flat) and the planet growing exponentially more 

crowded.  After the unspeakable depressing first 170 

pages, Friedman offers us the path to a desirable fu-

ture– but only if we boldly act to make it happen. 

  

 

If you have access to the internet and would like to 

read your newsletter online, e-mail Jackie Lallier, at 

mushroomgal@usfamily.net to take your name off 

the “Mailing List”. 

The Wild River Current is our biggest expense.  Our 

mailing list contains over 400 names and last year 

the printing and mailing expenses amounted to 

$1065.54.  Our major fund raiser is the bird seed 

sale.  The demand varies from year to year and so do 

our profits.  If you can help keep our newsletter 

costs to a minimum, more of those dollars can be 

used for programs and speakers.   

If you really prefer receiving your newsletter 

through the post office, we will continue sending it 

to you that way.   Otherwise you can access the 

newsletter at our website, wildriveraudubon.org.   

Thank you for keeping our chapter alive. 

                                                                 Jackie 

 



www.wildriveraudubon.org 
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This year the sales were in two locations:  Lindstrom by the stoplight at the inter-

section of Hwy 8 and Co. Rd. 20 and North Branch at the intersection of Hwy 95 

and old 61.  We also sold $20 gift cards for Peterson Mills  and will receive $5 for 

our chapter for each card sold.   

 

Treasurer, Kim Pittsley reported that this year the sale netted $496.  Thank you to 

all who purchased seed. 

 

Thanks also to all those who helped with the bird seed sale: Dann and Jean Adair, Mike Chrun, Dayle De-

Clercq, Claire Erickson, Tom and Sue Leaf, Kim Pittsley, Craig Roberts, Joe Sausen and Dave Spohn. 

 

Let‟s keep the birds happy by keeping those feeders filled. 

Bird Seed Sales Continue to Support our Chapter 



Audubon Minnesota 2010 Member Issues Priorty Survey 

Audubon Minnesota’s mission is to conserve and restore natural ecosystems, focusing on birds and their 

habitats, for the benefit of humanity and the earth‟s biological diversity. 

Purpose of the survey: To determine Audubon  and members‟ priorities for the next year.  Many deci-

sions regarding policy opportunities and threats will depend on the election results this November.  Final 

decisions regarding Audubon‟s 2011 Policy Advocacy will factor in the results of the Gubernatorial, Legis-

lative and local elections.  Audubon Minnesota‟s Board and the Environ-

mental Issue Committee will use the results to help determine specific is-

sues that we will work on in the 2011 legislative session.   

Go to mnauduborg and click on Issues and Action to complete the survey. 


