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May is the joy of the birdwatcher. This has speed.
been a wonderful spring for witnessing the Sue
migration. The cool weather has created con-
ditions for the slow unspooling of the move-
ment north, and I’ve seen successive bands
of species, about one each day.

Recently, there was a raft of Lesser Scaup on
Pioneer Lake, only a few days after I’d seen
a bigger assemblage of nearly four dozen on
little Lake Martha by Trapper’s in Chisago
City. Once one of the common ducks in Min-
nesota, “Blue bills”, have been on the decline
for decades. The Minnesota Conservation .
Volunteer listed possible causes in their Sept/ Up coming Events

Oct. issue in 2007: selenium contamination
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plex, the destruction of their breeding ) .
grounds in boreal western Canada, from River State Park. Meet at Almelund church parking lot.

widespread logging, mining of tar sands for May 10- Chimney Swift picnic 6:30 p.m. Chisago Lake
oil—heading to Minnesota—and the early Church Parking Lot Center City, MN.

ffects of global ing.
eHeCts OF £10bal warming May 14— Bird Walk 8:00 a.m. Allemansratt Park Olinda
Trail Lindstrom, MN Dayle DeClercq leader. Also 8:00
I don’t know where the sojourners on Chi- a.m. Anderson Park Isanti, Joe Sausen leader.

h —if thei
sago County waters were headed —if their May 21- Bird Walk 7:30 a.m. Wild River State Park

breeding future was bright or bleak. But I .
was thrilled to see their gleaming white bod- leader, meet at the boat landing, Sue Leaf leader

ies, dark purple heads and wary yellow eyes June 11— Segwan Bird Walk 7:30 a.m. Wild River

these past few weeks, as they paddled about, State Park, meet at the boat landing, Joe Sausen leader.
or tucked their heads under their wings for

All programs are free and open to the public
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Lesser Scaup

What has happened to the scaup? A medium-
sized duck sporting a dusky blue bill, the spe-
cies has traditionally been the primary duck

sought by Minnesota hunters for generations.

In the early days of European settlement, scaup
migrated through the state in great numbers. A
1925 account estimated 100,000 ducks on one
northern Minnesota lake in one day, and the
true number, the observer noted, may have
been twice that. (Then, as now, wildlife biolo-
gists do not distinguish between Greater and
Lesser Scaup in the field; in Minnesota, almost
all are Lesser.)

By 1932, wetland drainage had taken its toll.
Scaup were still common in the state, but not
spectacularly so. Continent-wide, the scaup
population estimate was seven million in 1983.
In 2007, it was half that, three and one/half
million.

Researchers at the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources offer a variety of possibili-
ties for the decline. One analysis of females
showed high levels of selenium contamination,
which lowers reproduction. Zebra mussels in
the Great Lakes might be the source of the se-
lenium, which ducks feed on during migration.

Another cause for the decline might be the
scarcity of amphipods, their main food on mi-
gration. Once abundant, amphipod numbers
have decreased in Minnesota wetlands used by
migratory scaup. The dwindling of the tiny
crustacean may be due to farm chemicals that
run off into drainage ditches that feed wet-
lands; or, they may experience increased pre-
dation by wetland fish populations. These fish
used to winter-kill, but a recent string of warm
winters has allowed them to survive the winter.

A third possibility is that wide-spread ecological
changes in the scaup breeding grounds, the western
boreal forest, have caused the birds to produce less
ducklings. That particular region has shown dramatic
effects of climate change, which in turn has disrupted
the hydrology. It is also an area of intensified logging
and oil and gas production.

Although Minnesota once had a breeding population
of scaup, ranging from the southwestern border to the
far north, today they are considered chiefly migratory
through the state. They typically stop on large, perma-
nent lakes and wetlands, or dammed rivers, like the
Upper Mississippi, harboring a rich supply of amphi-
pods, snails and fingernail clams. Like other diving
ducks, they require a large expanse of water for a long
take-off before flight.

The Minnesota Ornithologists’ Union lists Lesser
Scaup as a species whose numbers have plummeted in
the last two decades.
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Swift Sit Picnic May 10th

Wild River Audubon celebrates the return of the
Chimney Swifts with a picnic Tuesday, May 10th, in

the Chisago Lake Lutheran Church upper parking lot.

Picnic begins at 7:00 p.m. followed with a presenta-
tion by Ron Windingstad, Audubon Minnesota's

Audubon-at-Home Coordinator and viewing/counting
of the swifts. Bring your own picnic and a lawn chair.

With money from Audubon Minnesota the Friends of

Anderson Park and the North Branch school, there
will be three new towers this year. Two will be
erected on North Branch School property. One was
erected April 11th in Anderson Park. Thank you Joe

for making this happen. Hopefully, we will be able to

erect a tower in Allemansratt next year.

The Mailbox

From Gaylord Nelson Audubon, Randy Korb
(715) 483-2742, rkorbbio@aol.com

Here is a list of some of our upcoming activities. As
you see our activities are mainly field trips oriented to
young families. We aren't organizing a speaker's eve-
ning, like Wild River. So maybe we can both promote
each others respective programs. Will keep you in-
formed.

5/7 Bird Hike, Interstate Park Silverbrook Trail 7:30am
5/14 Plant Hike, SCF, North end of Lion's Park 8am
5/21 Bird Hike, Interstate Park, Silverbrook Trail
7:00am

6/3 Monarch Butterfly Gardening, St Croix Falls Area
6/4 Frog Night Hike, River Falls/Hudson

6/11 Bluebirds, SCF Library

7/16 Monarch Butterfly Gardening, River Falls/Hudson
7/20 Talk, Western Prairie Habitat Restoration Area
Crex Meadows7pm

7/30 Chimney Swift Conservation, downtown, St Croix
Falls

8/20 Monarch Butterfly Tagging, St Croix Falls Area
9/4 Monarch Butterfly Tagging, River Falls/Hudson,
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Urban Birding Festival Offers Free Fun for All

Hello, Auduboners:
Any help you could provide in publicizing the upcoming festival will be vastly appreciated.

The Urban Birding Festival, a free, fun celebration of birds and springtime on May 12 to 15 includes 19
nature walks at sites in St. Paul and around the metro area. A day-long Bird Expo on May 14 at Spring-
brook Nature Center in Fridley features bird exhibits, bird-banding demos and a lunchtime talk by Jan
Dunlop, author of birder murder mysteries. The festival is designed for everyone—families with kids are
especially welcome—and no previous experience is required. Just show up for any event that interests
you. Check the St.Paul Audubon web site, www.urbanbirdingfestival.org, for a full schedule of events
and maps to sites, many of them hidden gems in the metro area.

Thanks much,
Val Cunningham

St. Paul Audubon
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