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As this snowy, cold winter lingers on, I feel
compelled to offer early signs of spring in
the bird world. The two-noted whistle of .
the black-capped chickadee can hardly be Upcommg Events
counted, since in my yard, at least, our lit-
tle fellows began advertising a week after
the winter solstice, just as the days first
started to lengthen.

March 2011

Marchi Dave Crawford on Winter Adaptations of
Birds 7:00 p.m. Chisago Lakes Area Library Commu-
nity Room

April i Tom Will of the USFWS on Free Roaming Cats
7:00 p.m. Chisago Lakes Area Library Community
Room

But now, in early March, we have arriving
migrants, and nesters. I saw my first

Horned Larks on a county road outside
Center City February 18" in the same field May 71 Bird walk Ki Chi Saga Park Sue Leaf leader

at the same time of day (on the same day) May 9- Adopt a Highway 5:00 p.m. Almelund to Wild
as last year. The next day, Joe Sausen re- River State Park. Meet at Almelund church parking lot.
ported a flock of over 50 in the sod fields

north of North Branch. (For those of you in
the North Branch area, the sod fields are an
excellent place to look for grassland birds.)

May 10thi Chimney Swift picnic Chisago Lake Church
& Cemetery Center City, MN

May 14thi Bird Walk Allemansratt Park Olinda Trail

Ravens that have wintered here are heading ~ D@yle DeClercq leader
A north (I saw two the May 21st’ Bird Walk Wild River State Park leader
same day I saw the TBD

larks® both ravens
being mobbed by
crows.) Slate-colored
juncos are now at my Refreshments usually provided
feeders, after a long,
_ Junco-less winter,
when the somber little
beauties had sought out warmer climes
south of here.

June 11 Segwan Bird Walk Wild River State Park
All programs are free and open to the public
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And the dull-plumaged American Goldfinches
are beginning to brighten to canary yellow, a
sign that testosterone is kicking in.

Every week brings a new report of noisy owls.
Great Horned Owls are already incubating eggs
and the Barred Owls will be starting soon. Lest
you be quick to complain about another round of
snow, imagine a devoted Great Horned mother
atop an exposed nest in the midst of a March
storm.

Spring is coming!

Sue

The Pest

The squirrel is a furry bird

Or thinks he is , upon my word.

Ignoring feathered birdies needs.

About our Speaker

Minnesota winters pose the same challenges for
wildlife as they do for humans. The strategies of
wildlife from insects to large mammals closely
parallel our own methods of coping with the cold.
As inventive as humans are, there are probably
very few tricks we've developed that weren't al-
ready in use in the natural world. Dave Crawford,
retired naturalist from Wild River State Park, will
share their strategies with us. Included in his pres-
entation will be a brief outdoor activity to help il-
lustrate some of the principles of coping with

winter.

By Walter Stolwein

Col U Mbre Chimney Swift Towers

Our chapter has been awarded a $600 grant to
build more Chimney Swift towers. Sue Leaf is
looking for volunteers to play CDs of Chimney
Swift songs at WRA towers this spring. Let
Sue know if you can help. Her email is leat-
house@frontiernet.net.

Exciting Sighting

Below is an excerpt from a note received from
Joe Sausen a month or so age. Joe partici-
pated in another Christmas Bird Count in the
Pine City area and sent this e-mail to me.

i Hi Sue and Al I,

Probably the best thing we saw in Pine
County was a pair of rough-legged hawks in

It hogs the f eed eanadrsldog-6ghtiwithyhreesrayemsd Bhe

hawks would turn into the light wind and soar
like kites. The ravens would go through all
the effort to gain altitude and then dive at the
hawks. The hawks would effortlessly (at least
it looked that way) roll over on their backs
and greet them with out stretched talons. Af-
ter the hawks settled into a large pine tree, the
ravens did the same climb and dive to each
other. Must have been teenage ravens with
too much energy!

For some reason the birds had 'taken cover'
the day before and Monday of the count. We
saw only 14 species in our zone compared to
24 last year. Still waiting to see the spruce
grouse and black- backed woodpecker....
maybe next year. o
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Thirty Five Years of Counting Birds

Wild River Audubon Chapter members completed their
35th annual Christmas Bird Count on December 18",
2010. 24 people spent the day counting all of the birds
that they could find in a 176 square mile area that ex-
tended from Stacy to Taylors Falls and Wild River
State Park to Franconia. Over the 35 years, 116,773
birds have been counted during the yearly census. This
information has been included with yearly counts from
northern Canada to Ecuador and Brazil to create the
largest, longest running citizen science data collection
in the world.

The cold and breezy count day weather was an example
of what all of us had experienced through most of early
December. The 18 inch deep snow cover provided for
a record setting 384 Snow Buntings, 150 Northern Car-
dinals, 673 Black-capped Chickadees, and 25 Pileated
Woodpeckers and also resulted in all time high counts
for each of the species. Bohemian Waxwings- 153
were quite a surprise considering that a total of only 14
had been counted in the last 20 years. Thirteen species
of birds, ranging from Ring-necked Pheasants to Gold
Finches have been counted each of the 35 years.

Another record was set by Bonnie and Dayle DeClercq
of Center City, and Dorothy and Mike Chrun of Chi-
sago City when they participated in all 35 counts! Sec-
ond generation counters John Leaf of Center City and
Nick Sausen of North Branch (both on Winter Break
from the U of MN) tallied the most birds per person
with over 300 birds each.

Finally, we wish to thank
all of our fellow bird
watchers in the count area
that have welcomed us in
~ to count their birds at well
supplied bird feeders.
jé ko \x Without that gracious hos-

A »z pitality an accurate count

’

¢ would almost be impossi-
5 ¥ ble. We look forward to
counting your birds again
December 17" 2011!

Joe
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U.S. Senate

Senator Al Franken (D) 320 Hart Senate Office Building Washington, D.C. 20510 202 224-5641
Fax 202-224-0044 franken.senate.gov

Senator Amy Klobuchar ( D) 302 Hart Senate Office Building Washington, D.C. 202 224-3244
Fax 202 228-2186 email klobuchar.senate.gov

U.S. House

Chip Cravaack ® 508 Cannon House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515 202 225-6211 Fax 202 225-
0699

Email http://cravack.house.gov

Minnesota Governor

Governor Mark Dayton (D) Room 130 State Capitol St. Paul, MN 55155 651 201-3400 Fax 6517797-1850
Email mark.dayton@state.mn.us

Minnesota State Legislature

District 17 Senator Sean Nienow (R) 120 Capitol, St. Paul, Mn 55155 651 296-5419 email
sen.sean.nienow.senate.mn

District 17A Representative Kurt Daudt (R) 487 State Office Building, St. Paul, MN 55055
651 296-5364 email rep.kurt.daudt@house.mn
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