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How many of you include your bird book
and binoculars on pack | u’'re
headed off on a trip? [ never go anywhere
without them, because | ’ve . _.. .. .. at
when | don’t have them with me, that's

when I see something interesting.

I just got back from a long weekend in Se-
attle and (binoculars in hand) spent a day at
an ecological reserve, hiking and birding,
and another morning at a city park, where
the overwintering ducks were gathered on
Lake Washington. Gadwalls, ringed-necks,
buffleheads, American widgeons—it had
been years since |
gadwall, and what a pleasure to admire the
brilliant nuptial plumage of the males, and
watch the soberly plumed females paddling
doggedly after their mates, trying to keep
up. (I don’t
duck, now why would I do that?)

Birding gives a person a new way to see a
city, to appreciate a wild area, new insight
into a sense of place. From a ferry on Puget
Sound, we saw surf
Goldeneyes. Surf scoters! Oceanic birds!
Where are you going to escape the snow

Continued on Page 2
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Upcoming Events

February— Don Arnosti 7:00 p.m. Chisago Lakes Area
Library Community Room

March—-

April- Tom Will of the USFWS on Free Roaming Cats
Chisago Lakes Area Library Community Room

May 7- Bird walk Ki Chi Saga Park Sue Leaf leader

d Mayel @thy Chymney Svgf@)@néc & hisgge Lake Church
& Cemetery Center City, MN

May 14th— Bird Walk Allemansratt Park Olinda Trail
Dayle DeClercq leader

May 21st— Bird Walk Wild River State Park leader
fy with a

All programs are free and open to the public

Refreshments usually provided
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Continued from Page 1

this winter? Phoenix? Fort Myers? It would be a
crime to visit Florida or Arizona and not look at
birds. Are those binoculars packed?

Sue

° What's the GBBC?

The 2011 GBBC, Great Backyard Bird Count,
will take place Friday, February 18, through

Monday, February 21.

Pin Feathers
't s an -dayevent that enghges bind

watchers of all ages in counting birds to create a
real-time snapshot of where the birds are across the
continent. Anyone can participate, from beginning

"...birding has taught me to appreciate the re-
wards of being still. You

hear a call. You look for a flutter. Suddenly bird watchers to experts. It takes as little as 15 min-

something astonishing utes on one day, or you can count for as long as you

comes. And then it goes." |l i ke each day of the—even
and it helps the birds.

Somini Sengupta

from "India, through a Birder's Eyes"

The New York Times, January 14, 2011 Watch and count birds in your yard, a nearby park,
school or other location and report what you saw by
entering your bird list online.

What do I need to do?

1. Plan to count birds for at least 15 minutes on
one or more days of the count. You can count each
day or just some of the days and you can count in
different places. Just be sure to keep a separate list
of birds for each day and each location.

2. For each type of bird you see, count the most
you see at any one time. For example, maybe you
see two chickadees when you start watching, then
five chickadees a few minutes later. The number you
put on your list for chickadees is five. Do not add
two plus five. (This way way you don't accidentally
count the same bird twice.)
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3. Enter your results on the Great Backyard
Bird Count web site! Then watch the maps as
more and more people enter their reports.

How does it help the birds?

Scientists and bird enthusiasts can learn a lot by
knowing where the birds are. Bird populations are
dynamic; they are constantly in flux. No single
scientist or team of scientists could hope to docu-
ment the complex distribution and movements of
so many species in such a short time.

Lesson on the Saw-whets

As I write this from my desk in my classroom at Chi-
sago Lakes Middle School, I think with envy about
our sixth graders who are now spending half a week
at Wolf Ridge Environmental Learning Center. 1
went on that field trip with them a few times in past
years and participated in various outdoor classes in
January. | t ' s a great ti me
One class I took a few years ago included a snowshoe
hike in fresh deep snow to a ridge where we had a
great view of Lake Superior. On the way there, the
instructor pointed out a Saw-whet Owl that was sit-
ting about ten feet above the ground in a tree. It
calmly watched about fifteen kids walk under it and
stop to enjoy its beauty. It was my first ever Saw-
whet Owl. Check that one off.

Two weeks ago at home, as it was starting to get dark
in the early evening, I looked out my kitchen window
at my bird feeders. The only bird there was a Saw-whet
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Saw-whet continued from page 3

Owl sitting on a cut off branch in the tree that holds many of my feeders. I watched it for a couple of minutes and
then reached for a field guide. When I looked back, the bird was no longer on the branch. It was on the ground with
lower half of its body buried in the snow and one wing spread on top. It sat there for a few seconds and then looked
around as if checking for danger. Then it flew up with what I think was a short-tailed shrew. I went outside with my
camera and found the owl about fifteen feet up in a spruce tree, eating its prey. I took the best pictures I could—not
very good.

Last Friday, January 21st, I looked out the window at about the same time in the early evening to see the owl in the
snow--again half buried with one wing spread out. It was looking around for danger and then flew up with another

shrew. ]| t ook my camera out but AbonthalfshhourtlatersIgenttoutdndfilleds o |
bucket with seeds to fill my feeders. I walked toward them with my head down watching my step. When I looked

up, I looked right into the face of the owl six feet away sitting at my eye level and staring at me. It seemed unper-

turbed.

I turned around, went back into the house, got my camera, and came back out. The owl posed for me while I circled
it from about six feet and took photos from different angles. It remained perfectly calm. I left the owl sitting there
and left the birdseed in the storage bin until the next morning.

In the five days since then I have looked for the owl on its roost four evenings and seen it three. Cool!

Gloria Peterson
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