
     Vol. 31 No. 4                                                                                                                                                December 2010                                         

                                                                        Page 1 

December 18th– Christmas Bird Count. Meet at Chi-

sago Lake Lutheran in Center City at 7:30 a.m. to set up 

teams and  areas. 

January 11– Movie Night Troubled Waters.  7:00 p.m. 

Chisago Lakes Area Library Community Room 

February– Mark Peterson on Sandhill Cranes or Tom 

Anderson on his Yukon experience 7:00 p.m. Chisago 

Lakes Area Library Community Room 

March– Mike Link and Kate Crowley on their walk 

around Lake Superior 7:00 p.m. Chisago Lakes Area 

Library Community Room.  To be confirmed 

April– Don Shelby to be confirmed 

May 7– Bird walk Ki Chi Saga Park Sue Leaf leader 

May 10th– Chimney Swift picnic Chisago Lake Church 

& Cemetery Center City, MN 

May 14th– Bird Walk Allemansratt Park Olinda Trail 

Dayle DeClercq leader 

May 21st– Bird Walk Wild River State Park leader 

TBD 

All programs are free and open to the public 

Refreshments usually provided 

President‘s Column  Upcoming Events 

Three years ago, Tom and I saw a new 

species on the Christmas Bird Count: a 

tufted titmouse at a feeder in Almelund.  

I believe it was not the first titmouse re-

corded on a Wild River count, but one of 

only a very few. Yet, that little gray bird 

was significant: the tufted titmouse‘s his-

toric range is far to our south, and here 

was an individual that had ventured 

north—in the winter, at that! One more 

indication that the climate is changing. 

And how would we know about that bird 

if we hadn‘t been out counting that day? 

What happens to our observations if they 

aren‘t written down and shared with the 

wider community? 

The Almelund Tufted Titmouse illus-

trates the importance of the annual 

Christmas Bird Count. It cannot be 

stressed enough that our count is the 

longest-running data collection in east 

central Minnesota. Thanks to all of you 

who participate each year, we know a lot 

about the birds that overwinter in Chi-

sago County.  
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The Count‘s very origins have it occurring at the 

busiest time of the year. (It was instituted as a 

replacement to the traditional Christmas Bird 

Shoot.) Yet, I go out into the field and valleys 

every year, as an act of duty towards the birds, 

and one of sheer pleasure. 

There‘s always room for one more on our count. 

Won‘t you join me? 

                                                          Sue 

Early Minnesota ornithologist T.S.Roberts took a 

good deal of pleasure on the Evening Grosbeaks that 

would flock to Nicollet Island in Minneapolis each 

winter in the 1880s.  The stunning black and yellow 

birds with white wing patches gathered in large 

numbers towards the upper end of the island—an 

area that remains residential today-- and feed on the 

slender seeds of box elders clustered along the river 

bank. 

Roberts considered the birds ―wil-o‘-the-wisp‖ crea-

tures, sometimes here, sometimes not. They re-

mained on the island until well into May, when most 

birds had launched their breeding season. Then, just 

when Roberts assumed they would stay the summer, 

the grosbeaks were gone, and it would be decades 

before their summer breeding grounds were discov-

ered. 

In the twenty-first century, Evening Grosbeaks are 

even more ―wil-o‘-the-wisp‘ than in Roberts‘ time. I 

haven‘t seen a flock in Chisago County since the 

1980s. A good friend, now deceased, used to attract 

them to her platform bird feeder on the edge of Wild 

River State Park near Goose Creek, but by the turn 

the century, they, too, had ceased to come. 

Roberts thought Nicollet Island lost its flock of eve-

ning grosbeaks when people began cutting down the 

weedy box elder trees in an effort to spruce up the 

environs. But the fact that the birds are highly no-

madic makes it difficult to get a fix on their num-

bers, to even know how the population is doing. The 

species isn‘t considered ―at risk‖ in Minnesota. 

Still, hosting a flock of these beautiful birds at a 

feeder would be considered worthy of posting on the 

MOU website, Minnbird—and of making its pres-

Winter Visitors: the Evening 

Grosbeak 

Pin Feathers 

Randy Korb is organizing the Gaylord Nelson 

Audubon Chapter in St. Croix Falls, WI.  His 

email is rkorbbio@AOL.com.  His phone is 715 

483-2742.  The new chapter hosted its first pub-

lic meeting at Wisconsin Interstate Park on 

Thursday, October 21.  At this time we don‘t 

know if they will be doing the Christmas Bird 

Count or where they will hold their meetings. 
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Still, hosting a flock of these beautiful birds at a 

feeder would be considered worthy of posting on 

the MOU website, Minnbird—and of making its 

presence generally known. We‘d love to do a little 

write-up for the Current, so feel free to call Bonnie 

DeClercq, or Sue Leaf.  We‘ll be out with our bin-

oculars!  

Joe Sausen received an award  at the Minnesosta 

State Audubon Meeting for his leadership on the 

WRA Chimney Swift towers.  If our chapter can se-

cure another grant, he plans to construct more and 

could use some help. Let him know if you would 

like to participate in this project.  

The Swifts should be returning around April 17th.  

Joe also suggested we host a Chimney Swift Picnic 

in May.  That sounds like fun too.  Congratulations 

Joe! 

State Audubon recognizes Joe 

Sausen 
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Christmas Bird Count is just around the corner 

Of all the projects, speakers, films and events our chapter hosts,  I would bet that 

the Christmas Bird Count tops the ―fun‖ list for many of us  This year‘s count is 

scheduled for Saturday, December 18th.  As usual we will meet at 7:30 a.m. at 

the Chisago Lake Lutheran Church in Center City to organize the groups and assign territories.  New 

people are paired with seasoned birders and then the search begins. You can drive, hike, ski or stake out 

bird feeders or do all of these to find more birds.  You can put in a half day, full day or work from dawn 

until dusk.   

If you are in the area many of us stop midmorning at the bakery in Taylors Falls to warm up with some 

coffee and a bakery treat to do a little bragging or ―grousing‖ depending on our luck for the day.  Later, 

we all meet back at the church fellowship hall for a potluck at 5:00 p.m. to compare notes and tally our 

results.   

Again, there will be prizes.  Bring a white elephant gift to add to the stockpile.  Peterson Feed and Mill of 

North Branch is a cosponsor and will provide some gifts too.   

There is no better way to take a break from the gift buying, card writing, menu planning bustle of the 

holidays than to  bundle up, get outside, burn off some calories and enjoy nature first hand. 

                                                                                                                                             Bonnie 



                                                                                                                                  December 4, 2010 

 

Dear Fellow Audubon members: 

It has been a good year for our Wild River Audubon chapter. Despite an economy that has put a damper 

on many of the activities that Americans enjoy, we Auduboners have managed to hold meetings with 

great speakers, tromp around in the woods and meadows on well-attended birdwalks and turn out infor-

mative newsletters month after month. Thanks to a collaborative grant from the National Audubon Soci-

ety and the carpentry skills of Joe Sausen, we erected three chimney swift artificial nesting towers this 

year, and began counting the swifts in both North Branch and Center City, with an aim to shore up the 

population of this rapidly declining species. We provide the environmental newsletter ―Audubon Adven-

tures‖ to area classrooms, to serve as a basis for good science information in our schools. 

Yet, we could do so much more if we had the funds!  We would love to be able to host a raptor show 

from the Audubon Center of the Northwoods for area school children. We used to provide scholarships to 

send children to summer camp at Northwoods—a truly effective way to inspire a love of nature in the 

young, and would like to do so again. We want to be able to entice higher-profile speakers up to our neck 

of the woods with a modest speaker‘s fee--- and always be able to pay travel expenses—things that have 

become increasingly harder for our chapter to do as prices have risen. And we would like to be able to 

advertise some of our programs in the local press, to highlight speakers to a wider audience. 

We had a good bird seed sale again this year, but as postal costs have risen, sunflower seeds and suet 

cakes can no longer be the sole support of chapter activities. So I am writing to ask all of you to consider 

donating to our local chapter, Wild River Audubon, this year. We are a 501.C3, so all donations are tax-

deductible. Even a modest gift will have a big impact, because our excellent board is thrifty and creative 

in projects and program ideas. 

Thanks so much for all your past support. It is a pleasure to serve this chapter. 

 

                                                                                                                                      Sue 
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