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President’s Column

The black cat appearing in my driveway
shortly before Halloween seven years ago
was clearly someone’s pet. Though emaci-
ated, she was declawed and wearing a col-
lar. As I nursed her back to health, I fell in
love with her, and when after a month of
advertising, no one claimed, I adopted her.

I quickly learned that she had been used to Upcoming Events
going outside. Bold, insistent, persistent,

she meowed loudly at the door several April 12— Tom Will of the USFWS on Free Roaming
times a day. She still does. On lovely Cats 7:00 p.m. Chisago Lakes Area Library Community
spring days (will they ever come?) she Room

makes a persuasive argument. Sometimes,

I put a little breakaway collar on her and let May 7- Bird walk Ki Chi Saga Park Sue Leaf leader

her out, with supervision, for five minutes May 9- Adopt a Highway 5:00 p.m. Almelund to Wild
or SO. River State Park. Meet at Almelund church parking lot.
But her carefree, free_roaming days are May 10th— Chlmney Swift piCl’liC Chisago Lake Church
over. She unwittingly traded them in for a & Cemetery Center City, MN

safe home and two square, organic chicken May 14th- Bird Walk 8:00 a.m. Allemansratt Park
meals a day. Olinda Trail Dayle DeClercq leader

I am surprised to proclaim that I am a cat May 21st— Bird Walk Wild River State Park leader
lover. But [ feel a responsibility to protect TBD

our native wild birds even more. This is
their world, and as we humans (with our
pets) reach an ungodly 9 billion people, All programs are free and open to the public

they hardly have a chance. If any bit of Refreshments usually provided

June 11- Segwan Bird Walk Wild River State Park
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President’s Column
Continued from Page 1

wildness stands a chance in the 21* century,
we need to lessen our collective footprint.
Keeping your cat indoors is a start.

I heard this month’s speaker at the state Orni-
thologists’ Union meeting in December. He
had a great presentation, good “slides” and
startling numbers. See you there—

Sue

Your Current on Line?

If you would like from now on to receive the
Current electronically, please let us know. Send
an email with your own Email address to Craig
Roberts at craigr@computer-u.com and indicate
on it that you wish to become an “electronic sub-
scriber”. Thanks

In the News

Some of you may have read or heard last month about
the 5,000 Red-winged Blackbirds that fell from the
sky in Arkansas. There was a lot of speculation about
the cause- everything from pesticides to secret military
tests. Melanie Driscoll, biologist and director of bird
conservation for the Gulf of Mexico and Mississippi
Flyway for the National Audubon Society, reports that
five billion birds die in the U.S. every year. The Fish
and Wildlife Service estimates that a minimum of 10
billion birds breed in the U.S. every year and perhaps
as many as 20 billion may be in the country during the
fall migration.

Mortality rates are estimated using modeling and ex-
trapolation from local research findings like the
Christmas Bird Count, Breeding Bird Atlas and other
citizen scientist programs. Tens of millions die from
natural predation, natural accidents, and the first
flights of fledglings.

Humans also play a role in bird deaths. The govern-
ment estimates that pesticides kill 72 million birds di-
rectly. It is unknown how many more ingest poisons
and die later as well as their orphaned chicks. Another
97 to 976 million die from strikes into windows, cars
kill another 60 million or so, and 174 million birds die
from flying into power lines and other wires. Nation-
ally, domestic and feral cats kill hundreds of millions
birds each year. But, by far the largest killer of birds
in the U.S. is from loss of habitat to development.

These causes account for about a quarter of the 836
species of birds protected under the Migratory Bird
Treaty Act that are in serious decline.

While there are many things citizen can do to mitigate
this situation, such as preserving habitat and planting
native species. We can also make a difference even if
the only thing we do is keep our pet cats indoors.

Excerpts taken from New York Times Jan 18, 2011
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June Elections Loom

All chapter officers and all board member posi-
tions will be up for election this June. All terms
are two year, and can be renewed. Our constitution
states that there are no term limit for officers. Di-
rectors on the board can serve for four consecutive
terms. We need to have at least six directors, but
there is no upper limit.

Board meetings usually are held three or four
times a year (the constitution stipulates five meet-
ings, but we just do not have enough business for
that many meetings.) Meetings last about two
hours, seldom more. At meetings, the programs are
set, fund raisers are planned, and educational out-
reach is crafted.

Being on the board is a good way to be involved in
the inner working of the larger Audubon endeavor.
We need good people, people who are committed
to conserving birds and their environment. Please
consider volunteering for the board. You will find
it rewarding.

Need More Bird Seed?

Have you been going through your bird seed a little
faster this year? With all the snow this winter many of
the bird’s natural seed sources are buried. WRA can
help. Our chapter and Peterson’s Mill of North Branch
cosponsor gift cards. If you purchase a $20 Peterson’s
Mill gift card the card buys $20 of merchandise at Pe-
terson’s and WRA gets $5 for every card sold. Where
can you get one of these cards? Come to one of our
monthly meetings and purchase one from Joe Sausen or
call him at 651 674-8119. His email is
jesausen(@earthlink.net. This is a major fund raiser for
our chapter.

Wild River Audubon Society
Officers
President: Sue Leaf 651 257-6044

Vice President: Dann Adair 651 257-5627

Secretary: Sue Mahler 651 464-7890
Treasurer: Kim Pittsley 651 257-6740
Board of Directors
Dayle DeClercq ‘11 651257-5045
Tom Anderson ‘11 651 462-7353
Joe Sausen ‘11 651 674-8119
Jeremy Kalin ‘11 257-9861
Ken Reine ‘11 763 552-2455
Craig Roberts ‘11 651 257-0786
Jocelyn Warholm ‘11 651 257-9231
Newsletter Mailer
Jackie Lallier 651 213-0909
Audubon Adventures
Dann Adair 651 213-6694
Newsletter Editor
Bonnie DeClercq 651 257-5045
Membership
Ken Reine
Christmas Bird Count
Joe Sausen 651 674-8119
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They’re on Their Way \‘R X x x

Happy Spring (?) fellow Chimney Swift enthusiasts!

Chimney Swifts were seen in near Austin, Texas this last week and I am so ready to have them arrive in
MN. To follow the their movement north you can go to the Spring Sightings at
http://www.concentric.net/~dwa/page213.html

We had the first report in MN last year on April 21* (Faribault) and on April 23" in the metro. I would
appreciate you letting me know when you start seeing them around the state as this info is useful in plan-
ning towers and Community Swift Sits.

And if you want to learn more about Audubon Minnesota’s Chimney Swift Conservation project you can
check out http://mn.audubon.org/birds-science-education/audubon-at-home/chimney-swift-conservation-
project We got a nice Together Green grant from National Audubon and Toyota Corporation to work on

this project this year and many of you have gotten involved in helping to conserve these wonderful birds.

Regards,
Ron

P.S. Save the Date: July 29-August 1 and August 26-29 are the weekends for the 2011 Chimney Swift
Sit!
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